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been dropped,, I was ninth among the survivors.
My conduct marks had improved, and I was even
better now In French and Spanish than in mathe-
matics, but still low in history. On leaving the acad-
emy I was fifth among the fifteen who remained out
of the original sixty* As for geography, I was to
learn something of that in the harbors of the world.
My weakness in history 1 overcame later In life,
when I grew fond of reading. As for tactics and gun-
nery, in which I had also been low, I had practice in
the Civil War which was far more valuable than any
theory. Moreover, the tactics and gunnery which
I had been taught at the academy were soon to be-
come quite antiquated as more progressive officers al-
ready understood I Hatter myself that this accounted
partially for my lack of interest in this branch.

The academy at that time had not yet settled in
its traditions, and naval science was in, a transition
period from sails to steam. Ail the graduates of the
academy were as yet juniors and not of any consid-
erable inlluence in the service. No retirement pro-
vision existed. The old captains, many of whom
had been in the War of 1812, were brought up in
wooden frigates and ships of the line. Their ideas
were very fixed. They had little charity for the
innovations suggested by their juniors. To them a
naval officer must ever remain primarily a sailor.
But from them through the War of 1812 the navy
had a proud inheritance. The history of that war